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Dear Friends,

We are nearly a year in to COVID-19, and this has certainly been one of the largest hurdles that our
Association and community have ever faced. The news can be scary and changes without warning, and
just as we find some solid ground and adjust to a ‘new normal’ … the information shifts and so does that
stability. Despite it all, we feel so fortunate to be part of a vibrant community, and humbled that we are
able to continue supporting accessible health and wellbeing for all.

The focus of our recent work has been to manage our COVID-19 response and ensure our stability and
the safety of our staff, residents, members, and clients - while providing critical support to those who rely
on our services. Throughout this pandemic our Y has been here providing essential Housing, Child Care,
Employment and Newcomer services. And although we have been forced to temporarily close most of
our fitness centers for a second time, we now provide virtual Y fitness and health opportunities to
everyone in our community. Our Camp team even used this time to launch an innovative Forest School
program last fall, and is preparing for another great summer at camp.

We've worked rapidly to respond to the challenges facing our communities since the start of COVID-19,
but isolation, unemployment, and rising costs have had a dramatic impact on families in our region. 15%
of children live below the poverty line in Ottawa, and we expect that number to increase because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The need for connection has never been greater, and our Y is preparing for an increased demand
for our support. We need your help to make this possible. If you are able, please consider supporting
the Y with a donation today - together we can help our community thrive!

We know we’re not alone in feeling challenged and fatigued by the fallout of COVID-19, and we are so
grateful for the ongoing support of our donors, funders, staff, and members/clients. You have truly made
all the difference. Thank you.

Sincerely,

R.J.(Bob) Gallagher
President & CEO

Camp Otonabee Forest School

Last fall, Camp Otonabee kicked off a new
program that provides parents who are
homeschooling with an alternative - Forest School!
This new program takes the classroom to the
great outdoors and gives kids an opportunity learn,
grow, and play in nature. We have now had two
seasons offering this innovative program and
some great results for kids and parents alike. A
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great example of the Y meeting community needs
during COVID!

Learn More >

Donate now!
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